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Methods of teaching English have
developed rapidly, especially in the previous
40 years. As a language learner, training
manager, or teacher, it is important to
understand the various methods and
techniques so that you are able to navigate
the market, make educated choices, and
boost your enjoyment of learning a
language. Each teaching method is based on
a particular vision of understanding the
language or the learning process, often using
specific techniques and materials used in a
set sequence

.Language  teaching was  originally
considered a cognitive matter that mainly
involved memorization. It was later thought
instead to be socio-cognitive: language can
be learned through the process of social
interaction. Today, however, the dominant
technique in teaching any language is
communicative language
teaching. According to CLT, the goal of
language education is the ability to
communicate in the target language. This is
in contrast to previous views in
which grammatical competence was
commonly given top priority.

CLT also positions the teacher as a
facilitator, rather than an instructor.
Furthermore, the approach is a non-
methodical system that does not use a text
book series to teach the target language but
works on developing sound oral and verbal
skills prior to reading and writing.

Children who were less academically gifted
and so could not devote years to learning
before they could use the language.
Educators realized that to motivate those
students an approach with a more immediate
reward was necessary, and they began to use
CLT, an approach that emphasizes
communicative ability and vyielded better
results.

Additionally, the trend of progressivism in
education provided further pressure for
educators to change their methods.
Progressivism holds that active learning is
more effective than passive learning.JAs that
idea gained traction, in schools there was a
general shift towards using techniques
where students were more actively involved,
such as group work. Foreign-language
education was no exception to that trend,
and teachers sought to find new methods,
such as CLT, that could better embody the
shift in thinking.

CLT teachers choose classroom activities
based on what they believe is going to be
most effective for students developing
communicative abilities in the target
language (TL). Oral activities are popular
among CLT teachers, as opposed to
grammar drills or reading and writing
activities, because they include active
conversation and creative, unpredicted
responses from students. Activities vary
based on the level of language class they are
being used in.
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The Communicative approach emphasizes
the ability to communicate the message in
terms of its meaning, instead of
concentrating exclusively on grammatical
perfection or phonetics. Therefore, the
understanding of the second language is
evaluated in terms of how much the learners
have developed their communicative
abilities and competence.
The principal contribution of the
communicative approach is its stress on
task — oriented teaching of English.
Communicative  language  teaching
satisfies zeal to seek a more humanistic
approach to teaching, one in which the
interactive process of communication
receives  priority. Communicative
approach keeps the activities at the very
centre and thus helps the learners to do
things rather than merely learning verbal
language from textbooks. The teacher as
well as the learner proceeds through a
communicative approach to become
confident, encouraged and independent.
The learner through this method can
learn the language well with it learns
functional and other aspects that enables
him to communicate well.lt is based on
scientific principles of learning by
experience by doing. The learning by
this method is situational, more
communicative in nature hence self
rewarding and motivating
The Communicative Language Teaching
method has various characteristics that
distinguish it from previous methods:
e Understanding occurs through
active student interaction in the
foreign language
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e Teaching occurs by
authentic English texts
e In communicative teaching, the
learner is provided simulated
learning situations in and outside
the classroom. It is envisaged
that the situations and tasks for
which  the native  speaker
employs English can function as
a focal point around which the
learning can take place
e Students not only learn the
second language but they also
learn strategies for understanding
Importance is given to
learners’ personal experiences and
situations, which are
considered as an invaluable
contribution to the content of the
lessons
Using the new language in unrehearsed
contexts creates learning opportunities
outside the classroom.
The Roles of Teachers and Learners in
the Classroom The type of classroom
activities proposed in CLT also implied
new roles in the classroom for teachers
and learners. Learners now had to
participate in classroom activities that
were based on a cooperative rather than
individualistic approach to learning.
Students had to become comfortable
with listening to their peers in group
work or pair work tasks, rather than
relying on the teacher for a model. They
were expected to take on a greater
degree of responsibility for their own
learning. And teachers now had to
assume the role of facilitator and
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monitor. Rather than being a model for
correct speech and writing and one with
the primary responsibility of making
students produce plenty of error-free
sentences, the teacher had to develop a
different view of learners’ errors and of
her/his own role in facilitating language
learning.

Thus content-based teaching stresses that
the content or subject matter of teaching
drives the whole language learning
process. Some teaching proposals focus
more directly on instructional processes.
Task-based instruction for example,
advocates the use of specially designed
instructional tasks as the basis of
learning. Others, such as competency-
based instruction and text-based
teaching, focus on the outcomes of
learning and use outcomes or products as
the starting point in planning teaching.
Today CLT continues in its classic form
as seen in the huge range of course
books and other teaching resources that
citet. CLT as the source of their
methodology. In addition, it has
influenced many other language teaching
approaches that subscribe to a similar
philosophy of language teaching.
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